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NUNEHAM-COURTENAY. 


•^^-^mmmmmti 


At the general furvey this manor Monged to 
Hichard de Curcy : afterwards to the family of 
Riparys, or Bedvers. Mary, youngeft daugh- 
te|* of Wm» de Red vers, Earl of Devon j (who, 
as well as his uncle WiUi^ni, was furnamed dc 
Vernon,) married Robert de Coartenay, Baron 
of Okehampton, ih I2i4^t is probable that 
by this marriage the manor of Nuneham pafled 
intOk the family of Courtenay, and thence af^ 
fumed the name of Nuneham -Courtenay. 

After them fucceeded the Pollards ; Sir John 
t^oUard of Devon. From them it pafTed to 
— Audley of the Court of Wards, called the 
Kich Au^ey. 

From him to Robert Wright, Biihop of 
Litchfield, whofc fon, Calvert Wright, fold it 
to John Roblnfon of London, Merchant, (temp. 
Ol. Cromwell,) knighted in }66o, and made 
Lieutenant of the Tower* 
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From the Robinfons it defcended to David 
Earl of Wemys, (who married Mary, daughter 
and coheir of Sir John Robinfon, Baronet,) 
from whom it was purchafed in the year 1710, 
by Simon, firft Lord Harcourt> Lord Chan- 
cellor of England, 


THE PARK, 

In which are *' fcenes worthy of the bold 
I^encil of Rubens, or to be fubjefts for the 
tranquil funfliines of Claude le Terrain *," 
contains twelve hundred acres ; and from a 
drive that leads round the inner part of it, are 
views of the Wittenham hills, of thofe of 
Buckinghamfliire, and the range of hills which 
rife above the vale of White Horfe: — the drive 
is alfo -continued through the wood, that falls 
with a fteep defcent towards the Thames, 
\yhich flows at the foot of it, and in this part 
the right hand bank is very abruptly and pic- 
tjareJquely broken by bold and fleep projec- 
tions. To the left, the. river is fometimes feen 
between the ftems of trees, and fometimes con- 
ceaied by the intervening underwood, which, 
in oi^e part, is kept low, in order to admit a 
view of the river, of the houfe, with the knpU 
upon which it is placed, and of the mafs of 


> Walpole*s Anecdotes of Painters. 

trees 
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trees tbat form ita hack-ground ^. On quit- 
ting the wood, there is a different view of thp 
houfe and of the river, and the profpe£k is ter- 
minated by Shotover hill — the drive then cir- 
cles round a grove, and pafles by the ancient 
Conduit of Carfax, of which the following ex- 
tra'ft, from a MS. in the Bodleian Library, is a 
defcription. 

M 

This Conduit was ere<Si:ed in the year i6iq^ 
.by Otho Nicholfon, M. A. of Chrift Church j 
Jbe was afterwards Treafurer to King James I. , 

The building is an exadl fquare : the arms qf 
tthe UniverlGty, City, and Founder are under 
the cornice : at each corner above it are placed 
.as mapy fun- dials, and between each are carved 
ia open wor^ the initials of the Founder's 
name, with a fun, and merniaids, holding mir- 
rors and combs. ^ From the angles of the bafe 
.fpring four arches, which, uniting at the top, 
fupport a fniall octagon; beneath it is a cif- 
tern, above which is Q. Maud riding upon. an 
ox over a ford, in allufion to the name of Ox- 

* 

ford : the water being copveyed into the cif- 
tern through the ox, from it proceeds a pipe, 
which runs wine upon e^Ltraordkiary occafions. 
Above the foot of each arch, is one of , the , fug- 

•* A little farther to the left a path leads to two pifturefque 
cottages, iituated near the river, of which, and of the bold 
yroody bank that rifes above it, the bridge commands an ad- 
* vaa^gocnpisjriei^. . ' 
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porters of the arms of England^ vi^. the Ante* 
lope, ufed by K. Henry VIII. the Dragon by 
Q. Elizabeth, and the Lion and the UniccMrn : 
each holds a banner, with the quarterings of 
the royal arms. Between the fupporters are 
rarious ornaments, fuch as boys, obelilks, &c. 
Upon the outfide of the four arches^ are the 
four cardinal virtues, and in each fiich of thi& 
octagon is a flatue with a gilt crown and fcep* 
•tre; they reprefent the feven Worthies, with 
our worthy K. James I. who made up ti)e 
eighth, and are as follows : K. David, Alexan* 
der, Godfiroi de Bouillon, Arthur, Charieniagney 
;HeAor, JuKus Caefar. Each figure bears a. 
ihield, containing his device, or cost tif anaa* 
Between the niches, are the figures of w o me n 
upwards, and foaled of fiih below, and beneadi 
them are placed interchangeably the royal 
badges of England, Scotland,' France, and Ire- 
land. Above the cornice of the dome are 
fmaHer figures reprefenting the liberal fciences, 
one of which is Orpheus, with his harp, and 
other mufical inftruments. On the top of the 
boitding (land two figures under a canopy, 
back to back, to reprefent .Janus ; the one is of 
an old man holding a fbield, whereon is carved 
a bat ^tb wings difplayed ; the other, of a 
young woman holding a fceptre. Above this 
is a vane, and ovet that a crofs. 

N. B. The name of this building ta firobeUy 

a cor- 
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a cprruption of the French words^ quatre faces^ 
or of carrefoufy from the fituatkm in which it 
was i^aoed, wh^ce fi)ur ffaretsts met. It origi* 
nalfy ftood at the end of the High Street^ Oz-» 
ford^ and having been taken down ih the ye^r 
If. 87, Mtfti spefis9i(e4 hy t^e Umferfity to jEarl 
Harcourt^ who caufed it t9 1^ legiioyed to ita 
prefent fijDiatiQiv 

On returning towards the h^ufe» in on« pai^ 
iticular fpcfl^ Oxford <s feen to Biore advantage, 
than from any other part of the drive— tho^ 
po'^nt of Yiew» is» wjiere the ground falls ab- 
ruptly towards a large groupe. of trees^ in a 
iuAow bottoD, wbofe , to|« uniting ffffVk % 

^bmad bafe te the town, and ^ve it a&iurtificial 
elevation. The immediate approach to the^ 
tlKMifii being on a deicent, has no other beauty, 
thah wJiat iit derives from three groopes of 
vlarge fpraading dnaa, whidi being oonnedied 
by fide-(kreens of trees^ with the wings of the 
buildipgy every diftant objeA is excluded^ and 
lirom that ctrcumftance, the rich and extenfive 
profpe£t,&om the apartments in the back finont, 
appears more firiking. 


THE HOUSE. 

Entmng a veAibulo^ ornamented with Doric 
cohim^ and cafts df ftatues from the antique, 
you afoeod by an oy^ geometMoai ftairoalb to 

B 4 TUP 
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i THE SALON. 

. JQ by iSj and i8 feet 6 high. 

Over one chimney^ Si^anna and the Elderly 
"^by Annibale CaraccL •. • 

Over the other. Beggar Boys by MuriUio j it 
*came from Penihurft. 

t. The following eight -heads hang on' eithefr 

-fide of the dodr, . * i 

On the right, William, fifth Lord Paget, by 

Sir Peter Lely. ; 

Under it, Philip Duo de Vendome (grand 

Prieiir an* iyio)i this fine jpoftrait-waS & pt^ 

fent from the Hon. Horace Walpole. 

The Lady Anne Finch, daughter of Thomas, 
firft Earl of Winchelfea, fecond wife of Sir 
William. Waller, the Parliament General ; by 
Vandyk, or old Stone. 

Under it, George Simon Harcourt, Vifcount 
•Nuneham,at the age of 17, by Reynolds. — ^The 
tranfparent colouring of this head can fcarcely 
be furpafied. 

On the left, a head of one of the Harcourt 
family, a prefent from Mr. Harcourt Powell. 

Under it, Elizabeth V:emort, wife to Henry 

Earl of Southampton, by Cornelius Janfen. Tt 

: came from Stoke Poggis, and was a prtfent 

. from the Lady Charlotte Finch, daughter of 

the Earl of Pomfiret : it is lettered at the back, 

in 
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ID the band'Wtituig ofher grand daughter^ tbj^ 
celebrated Rachel Lady.Ruflel. 

Mris. Siddoti^, the celebrated Tragedian, in 
the charader of Ifabella in the Fatal Marriage ; 
by Hamilton. 

Under.it, Nathaniel Lord Crewe, (afterwarda 

-Biihop of Durham,) when young, ^ by Lely. 

Onle of the beft works of that mafter. r 

..At one end of the room, Qvieen Henrietta 

Maria, by Vandyk. Under it, the Nativity^ 

by Pietro da Pietri. 

At the other end, the Lady 'Mary Tufton, 
daughter of John, fecond Earl of Thanety fe^ 
eond wife to Sir WiUiam Walter, Bart, of Sar 
refdeo, in- Qxfordftiire ; by Lely. 

Uader it, Simon firft Earl H^court, by Rey- 
nolds* 

Over the centre door, a Nymph with Cupida, 
reprcfcflfing Night, by Valerio Caftelli. 

Over the other two^ Aubrey Vere, twentieth 
rand kft Earl of Oxford of that houfe, by Wal- 
ker. , 
.Baron Hhynwick, by Porbus. 


THE ANTE ROOM. 

• ' !Z4 by 15,, and 18 feet 6 higH, 

Over the chimney, Louis XIV. by Mtgnard : 
(Un^ritthe three following pi&ures ; .th& rec- 
tory at Nuoehaai^ by . Mr. Cowden^ and Mor-- 
' B 5 land. 


4«od. On either f de of M, a Morning 'and an 
Evening, by Batlibone. 
Over the arches, two Landfcapea with 6^ 

•gures, by Paul BrMK 

Within the left recefs, a Landfeape with 

^giires, by Swanvelt. Over it, a Landfeape, 

•by Karel du Jardin. On either fide, and under 
it, views of the Parifh Church, and of the Por» 

tor's lodge, at Stanton Harcourt> by Rath- 

'bone. 

The right recefs^ a Landfeape, by Gafparo 

-Poaflin : the fame fubjed;, upon a larger fcale, 
is in the King's coUeAion. Over it, a Herdf*- 

-man with cattle, by K«rel du Jardin, from the 
collection of Mir. Bagnol. On either fide, and 
below it, views of the domeftic Chapel, and of 
the ancient Kitchen, at Stanton Harcourt, by 
Eathbone. 
At one end, King WlUiatn, with feveral at- 

'tbndants, hunting; by Wotton. Below it the 
three following pidures-^a fmall and very fine 
head of Sir William Waller, the Parliament 
Genera], fon of .Sir Thomas Waller, Conftable 
of Dover Caflle, and Margaret daughter of 
Sampfon Lennard Lord Dacre, by Walker : it 
has been engravetf by- Milton, for Sir Wil- 
liam's Vindication, written by himfelf, and firft 
publilhed in the year 1793* At the back of 
this portrait h affixed a copy of his admirable 
letter to Sir Balpfa (afterwaonds Lord) Hopten^ 
written befofe the battle ^Ladctowm 

Sir, 


I " a 

* . • • • » 

sir, X&fJ.. 

The experience I have bad of your worthy 
and the happmefle I have enjoyed in your 
Iriendfhipy are wounding confiderations to me, 
.^when I look upon this prefent difiance between 
us : certainjy^ Sir^ my affe&ions to you are ip 
unchangeable^ that hoftilitie itfelf cannot vio« 
late my iiriendfhip to your perfon 5 but I xnu^ 
be true to the caufe wherein I ferve. The old 
J imitation of u/gtie ad or as holdeth fiill ; and 
where my confcienoe is interefted^ all other 
obligations are. fwallowed up. 1 (hould wait 
•^qpon you according to. your defire^ but that I 
look on you as engaged in that partie beyond 
the poffiUlitie of retreat^ 4ad eonfequentlie in« 
capable of being wmught upon by anie perfua* 
£o»; and I know the conference could never 
be fo dofe betwixt us, but that it would take 
wind, and receive a eojaftruftion to ray diib»» 
(iiour^ That great God, who is the fearcher of 
all hearts, knows> with wliat a fad fear I go 
upon this iervice, and with what a perfect hate 
I deteft a war without aq enemie; but I look 
upon it as opus Domini, which is enough to 
filence all paffion in me. The God of peace 
fend us, in his good time;, the bleffing of peace^ 
and in the mean time St us to receive it. We 
are both on the ftage, and muft a& thofe parts 
tbat are affigned us in this Tragedy; b^t let 
us do it 10 the way of hoeowr^ aanl without 
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perfonal animofitie : whatfoever the UTue of It 
bc> I'fliall never refign that dear title of 

Your moft affcftionate friend, 

4nd faithful fervant, 

William AValler. 


t 


A Marine^ by Mr. Cowden ; a .very fmall 
Landfcape, by Morland : both of them prefenis 
^firoQi the former* 
. A Lasidfcape with eattle^ by Rogman. 

Other end of the room^ a ruined Bridge^ with 
Tfigure8> by Crabetje. -Under it the four fol- 
lowing pifSkuses : Cbriil driving the money*'- 
. changers out of the TempJe^ by Baflan^ from 
-the colle<Slion of Dr. Peters. 
' A beautiful Landfcape -with figures, and a 
t'lieijy fnwll ope with horfes^ both by Morland, 
•^uid prefents from Mr. Cowden. 
' Over one door» Simt>n,only fon of Simon^ 
ffirft Vifcount Harcourt, by Kneller. 
. Over the other, Elisabeth his wife, daughter 
•of John Evelyn, Efqj.rof Wdoton in Surry,; by 
i)ahl. 


THE CORRIDOR. 

• ♦ 

- . Upper ' itow, be^nning frorti. the left. Vans- 
dermyP} t/painter to* the Prince., of 'Orange. 
^. . V - Upon 


- Upcfti thft ftretchJng fraaiHB"is tbfe folfowing in- 
fcription : ^* The face was done by her Bo]^! 
Highnefs Anne Princefs of Orange, foon after 
her marriage, ^tiile the pcdnt^r was attending 
at St. James's, to take the pidures pf the faid 
Prince' and Princefs, on that happy occafibn. 
He parted with it juft before his death, which 
Jaappeued in February 1741, to .Mrs. Clare, of 
Soho Square, London. All but the face was 
dcoie by hiuifelf. The Princefs was a good 
painter, and did It in great grace andxonde- 
fcenfion." 

Lambert, the Parliami^nt General, by Wal- 
keir* . ' 

Rkfaard Wefion^ Earl of Portland, Loiid 
Treafurer in the reign of Charles I. ah old 
-copy after Vandyk. 

The Duke of Scbomberg, by Kneller. 

Philip, Earl of Pensi'broke and Montgbhnery, 
by old Stone after Vandyk. 

A head of one of the Harcourt femiTy . 

Mr. Hariey, (afterwards* Earl of Oxfcn-d,) 
when Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, after 
Knelkr. 

Lower row,, beginning on the left.. Anne.^f 
.Denmi^k, Ckteen of King James I. ■ 

Portrait of a lady, by Cornelius Janiea. 

Bkto of a ge'ntleman, by the famQ. * 

Maturice Prince of Orange, by MireveR. 
• Over o&e' door, Jacob Hall, the • celebrate! 
isope-ilanoer.. (See les M^sioires de Grammont:) 
.i. Over 
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Over the other^ Kent^ the father of kndibape 
gwrdemng; byhimfelf. 

THE LIBRARY. 

,32 (including the recefs) by 19^ aod 14 feet 

high. 

Mr. Rowe, by Kneller: it belonged to Ja- 
cob Tonfon, the bookfeller. 

On the left (ide, beginning from the ebim- 
ney, Mr. Mafon, by Doughty, a difciple of 
Reynolds : a prefent from the firft named. 

Mr. Prior, by DahK 

Mr. Pope, by Kneller; the bed portrait ^f 
liini, and one of the beft works of that mafler : 
aiC the back of the pidure is tranfcribed the 
following letter to Simon, firft Vifco^unt Har- 
eourt, dated Auguft as, 1723^ and firft printed 
ibr this dcfcriptionof Nwseham. 

My Lord^ 

it is a latisfajtioa to me to tell your Lord- 
Ibipj that I (hall not be any way difappointed 
of tlie honour you intend me, of filling a place 
in your library with my pidure. I came to 
town yefterday, «&d got admiffioa to Sir God- 
frey Kneller, who aflured me the original was 
done for your Lordihip, and l^at you, and no 
man but you, ihould have it. I faw die pio- 
*ture there afterwards, and was toid then by 
his inani that y«u had fent, and put a fcal upon 

it. 


it. Give me leave, my Lord, mA great fin* 
cerlty to thank you for fo obliging a thoogbly 
«8 thus to make me a iharer in the memory, as 
I was in the love of a perfon^ who was juftty 
the deareft object to you in the world : and 
thus to be authorized by you to be called bis 
friend^ after both of us (hall be duft. I am 
ever, with all good wiflies to your Lordihip 
and your family, (in which too I muft do -my 
mother the juftice to join her,) 

My Lord^ 

Your moft obliged, 

• « 

and moft faithful fervant, 

A* Pope. 

Mr* Gray, by Vanderguclrt, after Wilfon. 

Mrs. Pritchard, the celebraled AAreTs, in 
Hermione in the Winter's Tale, by Pine. 

Mr. WHtcbead, Poet lAureat, by Wilfon, 

Mr. Congreve, when young, from the mi-- 
•iiiature to oil, at Stfawberry Hill. 

Shakfpear in crayons, by old Vandergiicbt> 
after the original in the late Duke of Chan* 
dos's pofleflion : the only authentic one. 

Mr. Evelyn, an old copy from KneUer; a 
prefeat from Sir Frederick Evelyn, Bart« 

Lord Bacon. 

Spenfer« 

Under d»e ar^^ a call in phifler^ af J. /. 

Rouf. 


ll4uflefHX| horn the mould tak^a o.ff his' facc^ 
^lifter b^ was dead ; a prefent froin the Marquis 
,de Gerardin, at.whofcfeat at Ermenonvillo h» 
vdied. Qn the p^deftal is this infcription. 

Le peinlre de la nafure^ el Vbijlorien du coeur 
''" bumain. 

;Drydeni by Kneller. 
. .John Philip*, by Riley. . 

Milton^ by V^ndergucht, from the origin^ 
in the pofleffion of Lord Onflow ; at the back 
of which is the following infcription. 

" This original^ pifture of Milton I bought 
in the year 17^9 or 30, and paid 10 guineas 

.for it, of Mr. Cumberbatch, a gentleman of 
very good confideration in Chefter, who was a 
relation, and execdtor of the will of MikOn's 

rteft wife, who died a little before that time. 
He told me it hangup in htr chamber till b^r 
d^ath/ and that (be ufedt to fay her hufband 

.gave \% her, to (hew her what he was in his 
youth, being drawn when he was about 2,i 
yeajcs ofagje. Ar. Onflow ►'' 

Mr..'llawkins Brown (author of the poem 
i/le Anii^i; Imn^rtalitate) told n^e, Stb* of Octo- 
ber 1753, that :^ .knew this Mrs.. Million, vi- 
fited her often, and well remeipbered this pic- 
ture hanging in her chamber, whiph {he faid 

.iya«af h^r liuibaftia.. A,-Q/ 

Com- 
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Compare this pi£ture with that of Milton in 
his old age, or the print of him by White, 

i 

Within the recefs, ' 

The Hon. Horace Walpole, (in an oval^) 
jjafter Ramfay,* by Gogain. 

On the left fide, Ben.Jonfon* On the 
bright, Charles Lord Halifax, after Knelter, by 
old Vandergucht. ^ 

Over one door. Dean Swift, from the origi- 
nal in the pofleflion of the £ari of Lanefbo- 
' rough ; a prefent from Mr. £dward Hamilton* 
Over the other, Cowley. » 

On the left fide of the book-cafe, Francta 
Beaumont. On the right, Mr, Addifon, after 
. Kneller, by old Vandergucbt. 


THE EATING ROOM. 

J 
33 by 24, and 18 feet 6 high. 

The chimney piece was defigned by Stuart : 
over it, a pi£lure by Reynolds, of the prefent 
Earl and Countefs (Elizabeth fecond daughter 
of Gedrge Vcnables Vernon, firff Lbrd Vernon) 
in the coronation robes, and of the Hon. Wil- 
liam Harcourt, youngeft fon, in the uniform of 
aide dc camp to the King : richly and harmo- 
nioufly coloured. 

Oh the left fide, a Landfcape with a water- 
fall, by Ruyfdaal; the figures by Wouvermans. 

Under 
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tV^tv it, II rkw rf part of th^ Oiwy awl Bay 
of N^di^Sj bv Gafparo Ocphiali. 

On the ngtit, Do^ and dead Game, a capital 
Snyder. Under tt, part of Rome, and the H- 
t)er, by OcchialL 

Over the left door> a portrnt^ by Vetafques i 
fine, and very rare. 

Over the other, a Boy with a vafe wkh flow« 
ers, an afp hanging to his finger, by Murillio ; 
a parefent firom Dr « Jones, Bifhop of Kildare : 
irom Ib^ oollei&ipn of Sir Paul Metbura. 

M the up{>er end of the room, the ineetiog 
of UlyfTes and Nauficaa ; c^tal, by Salvator 
.Kola i ^ prefent from the Ute Duke de Har- 

On either fido. Ruins at Rome, &e. with 4* 
gures, antique fiatues, vafes, &c., by P^o Pa* 
nini : painted for the late Earl. 

Under tbefe, a Hare and other dead Game^ 
by Fytt, from the coIle6^ion of Mr. Bagnol : 
very fine. 

? The Amphitheatre at Rome, and the Tem- 
ple of Vefta at TivoH } both of them by Oo- 
'ohiali. 

A Boy building a houfe with cards; by 
Chardin, from the coUe&ion of Mr« Fauquier : 
it has been engraved. 

A Landfcape with a decayed oottage^ hf 
Decker ; one of the heft of that mafier. 

JLower end, a very large I«andfi:ape witli cat* 
. tie, by Rofa da Tivoli : not in lus uCiial ityle* 

On 
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(to <sitber fid^^f itjt Ruins at Rome^ Scc-by 
Panini. , 

UfMler thefe^ a Landfcape^ by Swanvdt* . 

Two Fruit {ueces^ by Mighael Angelo Cam- 
pidoglio ; very fine. 

A Landfisape^ by Claude le Lorrain. ^ 

A J>adfcape by Ruyfdaal : beautiful. 


THE OCTAGON BRAWING ROOM. 

30 by a4y and 18 feet 6 high. 

On one fide <^ the chimney, the Holy Fami- 

lyy a celebrated pi£lure of Barocci^ known by 

the mam qS b MfuionoA «olb Gatta« firom the 

JM. in OBC comer : it has been etched by him- 

felf> a^ was ia the coUeftion c^ the Earl of 

%AHBfirdt*. 

Under it^ the Madonna and Cl^ild,.vcay beau* 

tKpI, 1^7 Guido; boi^j^ out of the Hotel de 
Hautefort at Paris. 

On the other fide, the Nativity, by Bron- 
zino. 

Under it, St. Jishn preaching in the wilder- 
nefs, by Albaao : him thb coUeftion of the 
£arl of WaldegtaTe. 

Mars, Venus, and CupidB, verv caf^tai ; from , 

the colkaion of Mr. Fumefe. '. ^ <^l^ ^^^^^^^/^^ 

. Under it the three following pi£tureift. 
A beautifid pi^ut^ ^ iluins, wUh figures. 


i • 


by FiHppo Laura ; from the colleAion of br. 
Mead. 

A Landfcape with figured and cattle, by 
Bergen 3 a prefent from Sir John Blaquiere, 
K. B« ... 

A Landfcape, by Taverner, equal to Pouffin, 
and very rare. A prefent from Mifs Fauquier. 

Oppofite end of the room. 

Mofes fweeteninjg the waters of Meriba, by 
Pouflin ; the figures larger, and ^niore highly 
coloured^ than thofe of that niader ufually 
are. . ' ' " ^ , 

Under it the three following pictures* r 

Another pifture of Ruins, by the fame haf^d^ 
and from*th6 fame colleftion as the fonUer. -^ 

A highly finiflied view on the Rhine, by 
Vofterman ; ve^y rare; - ' - 

A fettihg Suti, with a Shepherd and fheep^ by 
Bamboccio. 

_ * 

On either fide of the door the following fmall^ 

• p^Slur^s. • 

Two views on tbe Rhine, by old Grefficr. • 
A Holy Family, in the- ftyle, of the old Ita- 
lian matters, by Rottenhamer : from the col- 
le£fclon of Mj*. Fauquier^ 

A moft lively and. highly finiihed h^ad of 
Sofoni{ba Angufciolo, "by herfelf 3 extremely 
rare, and not to' bel furpafled. j 

Sides 
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Sides of the oppofitc door. 

St. Cecilia lying dead, and two boy Angels^ 
exquifitely painted by Do^nrnichino. 

Chrift crowned with thorns, by AllelkndrO; 
Yeronefe. 

Spring, with four Cupids, a beautiful pic- 
ture, by Filippo Laura; a prefent from Mr. 
Fauquier. . 

The Trinity, painted on a gold ground, by 
Andrea del Sarto ; a prefent to the late £ar]^ 
from Mr. Knapton, the painter. 


THE GREAT DRAWING ROOM. 

49 by 24, and 18 feet 6 high. 

The > ceiling was defigned by Stuart, the 
chimney piece by Paul Sandby. 

At one end of the room, two large and fine 
Landfcapes, by Van Artois : the figures by^ 
Teniers. 

. Under them the three following piftures. 

Maria, fecond daughter of Sir Edward Wal- 
pole, K. B. Countefs Dowager of Waldegrave, 
and Duchefs of Gloucefter, by Reynolds ; it is 
worthy of Guido, and the fubje6): fuch as Gui- 
do would have chofen. 

A Landfcape with a cart overturning, by 
moon- light 5 a capital pidure by Rubens, well 

known 
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known by Bolfwaert's prints caRed la Charette 
embourb^e ; from the colleftlon of le Comt* 
de Guiche at Paris* 

A Landfcape with figatre», by Bo^h ; one Off 
idle beft pi Aures of that mafter. 

On one fide of the chimney, a moft 6apital 
]|riAure by Titian, of St. Margaret. It was in 
the colledion of King Charles I. and has been 
etched by Hugh Howard the painter^ 

Under it the three following pi£iures. 

A fine Landfcape^ by Nicola Pouffin, fnmi 
the collection of Mr. Houlditch ; it has been 
engraved by Vivares. 

A Landfcape with ruins, by Patel ^ fronv the 
cblledion of Monf. de la Live at Paris> which 
was compofed of the choiceft fpecimens he 
could procure^ of the feveral mafters of the 
French fchool. 

, A fine and bright Landfcape, by (Safparo 
PbUflin, the figures by Niebla. 

On the other fide of the chimney^ 

A Landfcape with large figureSj by Francei% 
cb fiolognefe. 

tjnder it, a Landfcape with figures and calt^ 
tie, by Cuyp ; from ^^6 coUeftion of Lord 
Kingttdnd, at Dublin. 

A Landfcape with figures and cattle, by Kii- 
bens and Van ITden. 

A Moon-Hght on the water^ 1^ Vander Neer. 

Lower 
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howht end 6f the room> two otber large 
LandfcapeB^ by Van Artois; the figures ia that 
neareft the door by Teniers : al) the four from 
the colleftfon of Mt. Bi^ol. 

Under them, the Holy Fantily, by le Sueor j 
in bis beft manner, and extremely fine. 

The embarkation of King ChaHeS 11. at 
Scheyelingi an. 1606, with Englifii and Dttteh 
yachts; a capital Vander Veldt. 

lionis XiV. on horfeback^ attended by feiw* 
ral of his courtiers : the Prince de CondA is on 
At dark grey horfe, the^ Vifcomte de Turenne 
on a dun one, between him and the King : \>y 
Vander Meiden. 


THE CORRIDOR. 

William de Harcourt, Knight, fon of Rob^ 
and I&be], daughter and heir of Richard de 
Camville, who brodght the manor of Stanton 
into the Harcourt family ) he adhered to King 
John in the Batons' wars, was at the fiege of 
Damietta in the Holy Load an. I2i6, and go- 
vernor of Tarn worth Caftle 1919. He married^ 
by appoint me nt of the aforefakl King, Alice, 
ddeft daughter and coheir df Thomas Noel of 
Ellen Hall in the county of Stafford. From 
hit monument in the Cathedral of Worcefier. 

Maud, daughter of John Lord Grey of Ro* 
thetfiddy by tiit feocmd wife^ Ance, daughter 

and 


t: ^4 ] 

and coheir of John Lord Marnrion, (A^hicli 
Maud, with her two brotliers, affumed the 
name and arms of their mother,) wife of Sir 
Thomas Harcourt, fon of Sir William and Jo- - 
hanna» daughter of Richard Lord Grey of Cod- 
nar, obiit J7th of Richard IL, From her mo- . 
^«ment at Stanton Harcourt. 

; Sir Robert Harcourt, fon of Sir Thomas and 
Joan, daughter of Sir Robert Francis. He was - 
Sheriff of Leicefter and Warwickfhire 1445, 
Governor of Vernon, &c. in Normandy 1446^ 
and eleflied high Steward of the Univerfity of 
Oxford the fame year; Knight of the Garter, " 
third year of Edward IV. Commiffioner with the. 
Earl of Warwick and others for the treaty be- 
tween England and France 1467. Slain by the 
Staffords of th^ Lancaftrian party 147 1 • From 
his monument at Stanton Harcourt, 

Michad, fon of Sir Walter Harcourt : he 
commanded one of his elder brother Robert's , 
fhips, in Sir Walter Raleigh's expedition againft 
-Guiana. - 

.:A very ancient head of King Henry VL a 
prefent from Mrs. WetenhalL 

Under it, a beautiful coloured drawing of 
the Reftory at Nuneham, by Mifs Fanfhawe, 
and a groupe of children, by Mifs Catharine 
FanfhawQ. Infantine grace and rufiic fimplici- 
ty .were never more happily expreffed, than in 
this drawing, 

Margaret, daughter of Sir John Byron, and 

* i widow 
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widow of Sir William Atherfton^ wife to 9^t 
Robert Uarcourt, Knight of the Garter, as (ha 
is reprefented upon her curiouq monument at 
Stanton Harcoui-tj with the Garter, with its 
motto, above the elbow of the left arm. This 
is one of the only three J^nown examples of fe* 
male ft^ulcdiral effigies, ^decorated with the in- 
fignia of that Order : the other are^dfe of 
Confiance, daughter of John Holland Duke bf 
Exeter j firft married to Thomas Mowbray 
Duke of Norfolk, and fecondly, to Sir John 
Grey, Knight of the Garter, (temp< Hen. V.) 
on her monument (now much defaced) in the 
Church of St. Catharine near the tower, and 
of Alice, daughter of Thomas Chaucer, wife of 
Wijliam de la Pcde Duke of Suffolk, in the 
Church of !Ewelm in Oxfordfhire. On this 
Garter there is no motto, though the monu^ 
ment is in perfed: prefervation. 

Robert Harcourt, Knight of the Bath 1495, 
and Banneret 1497^ grandfon of the former, 
fon of Sir John, and Anne daughter of Sir 
John Norris, He was Standard-bearer to King 
Henry VH. at the battle of Bofworth. From 
• his monument at Stanton Harcourt. 

Frederick, fecond fon of Sir Simon Har-" 

COUKt. 

. - Under thefe, a coloured drawing of the houfe 
in which Jean Jacques RouiTeau lived at Me- 
tiers Travers. 

Ditto of his monument in- the gardens of 

o Er- 


EnneiionTiile ) a preient frota the Mafquis de 

Ge^ardim 

. Ruins of the great hall in the Arehieplfco^l 

palace at MayfieM in SuSex. 

, Di^tto.of BodiamCaftk in the fame county; 

both prefents from Mra. H. Hay : by Lambert. 

Two oval drawings by Mr. Gilpm ; pnefi)nts 
from him. 

The temains of the Cailie of St, Saiavew le 
Vicdmte in NormsQidyy one of the mod aMtent 
pofTeflions of the Harcourts in that pre^4nce, 
a^nd flill po^fled by the elded branch of that 
femily, le Marquis de Harcourt. It was the 
feat of Geoffiney de^ Harcourt, who made fo 
tenCpicuous a figure in the reign of King £id- 
ward III. Drawn after nature^ by tlie late 
Duke de HarcooTt. 

fiemaisis of the ancient palace of Wooddock, 
(which were pulled doiwn by ord^ '<^f Sarah 
Duchefs of Marlborough^) by the Lady Eliza- 
beth Spencer. 

A beautiful archite^rai dramrrng of ati atn* 
cient chimney-piece in Windfor Caftle, by 
Henry Compton, Efq. Page to h^r Mjgefty : a 
prefent from him. 

. A head in chalks cf Sir Jo(hua Reynolds, 
when a youth, by himfelf ; this curious draw- 
ing was a prefent from his niece, Mary Mir- 
chionefs of Thomond*. 

A beautiful decoupure {haded : by Mifs E!i« 
aaboth Fanihavve* 
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THE KING'S BEDCHAMBER. 

3 X feet 4 by 20 feet 6y and 14 fe^t 4 bigtu 

The chimney-prece was deiigned by Stbart 
Over it,5imon firft Lord Harcourt, Lord Chan- 
cellor^ only foA of Sir PbiHp, by KneHer. 

On either fide of the bed, the King and 
Queen, by Hunneman, after Gamfborou^: 
presents from their Majeffics. 

Oppoiite the chimney, Rebecfca, daughter 
and heir of Charles Samborne te Bafs, of Pip- 
well Abbey, in the county of Northampton, by 
Mary, daughter Hrtd ctjheir of Sif Samuel 
Moyer, Bart, wife tb Simon firft Earl Hari 
court, by Knapton. 

Frances, daughter df Gfeoffrey Vere, fourtTi 
foti/-of John Earl of Oxford, and *ftfer to Sif 
Francis, and Horace Lord Vere df Tilbury j 
wife to Robert Harcourt. 

Over ihe door. Sir Philip, i^ldeft fon of Sit 
Simon Harcourt, after a miniature by Mts. 
Beale. 

Lower end, Simon, only fon of Simon firft 
Lord Harcourt, painted at Paris, by Le Bel : 
h belonged to Mr. Prior, who bequeathed it to 
Lord Harley. 

Under it, Anne, daughter of William fourth 
Lorfl Paget, wife to Sir Simon Harcourt, itikr- 
ried fecondly to Sir WilHam Wilier, the Par- 
liament General \ by Mrs. Beale« 

^ % Mary, 
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Mary^ eldeft daughter of William Danby, 
£fq. of Swinton in the county of York, wife 
to General the Hon. William Harcourt; by 
Opie, after Reynolds. 

The Right Hon. Sir Simon Harcourt, eldeft 
fqn of Robert : governor of Dublin 164.2, kill- 
ed at the fiege of Carrickmain 2643 : a very 
fine and highly fini(faed portrsut. 
. Over the door^ Anne, daughter of Sir Wil*- 
liam Waller, by the Lady Anne Finch, firft 
wife of- Sir Philip Harcourt ; after a miniature 
by Mrs. Beale. 

On one fide of the chimney, Robert, eldeft 
fon of Sir Walter Harcourt, the principal ad* 
venturer with Sir Walter Raleigh in his voy« 
age to Guiana, for which expedition he built^ 
and fitted out at his own expence, three vef- 
fels, by which means (in addition to his coftly 
buildings at Ellen Hall com. Stafford) be dif- 
fipated a large fortune, and was reduced to fell 
that ancient pofleffion, as well as that of Whit- 
ham in Berkihire ; both pf which had remain- 
ed in the family from the reign of King John. 

On the other fide, Simon firft Earl Harcourt^ 
in the royal robes, as Lord Lieutenant of Ire- 
land ; the head by Hunter of Dublin, the fi- 
gure by Doughty. 

Over the doors between this and the next 
rooin> two ^irited (ketches of Animala, by 
Oudry. 
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THE QUEEN'S DRESSING ROOM. 

Over the chimney, a celebrated piece of 
needle work, by Mary Queen of Scots, pre« 
ferved in Windfor Caftle, and prefented by the 
King to Lord Harcourt 1805. The Queen is 
reprefented Sanding under a canopy, with a 
fword in one hand, and a balance in the other, 
(the attributes of Juftice,). as fupplicating the 
Virgin, who appears in the clouds above, in 
favour of her infant fon* Near her is an alle- 
gorical figure of Wifdom, with her proper at^ 
tribute, (a ferpent,) and below her King JameSf 
and another child, who is fuppofed to be an al- 
legorical reprefentation of Innocence : oppofite 
to the Queen is Fortitude with her attribute, 
and in the back ground^ Envy with her fnakes* 
. On a fcroli is ihlcribed, ^' Sapientiam amavi, 
^t obfequivi a juventute mea.*' Sap. viii. 

This curious pifture remained in the Ward- 
robe, till Queen Anne ordered it to be framed, 
and hung up in the King's clofet, Windfor 
Caftle, 

Extraft from a MS. in Windfor Caftle. 

On one fide. King James I., by Marc Gar- 
rard. 

A Battle piece, by Wyck. 
. Under it, Frances, daughter of Sir Francis 

c 3 Poole, 


Poole, Bart, wife to Henry Temple Vifcount 
Palmerfton, in crayons, by Gardener. 

On the other fide, Lettiee, daughter and co* 
heir of Henry, fon of Sir Francis KnoUjs, 
Knight of the Garter,, wife to William fourth 
Ix)rd Paget, ]>y Marc Garrard. 

A Lafidfcape, by Solopion Ruyidaal. 

Under ix, Henrietta^ daughter of Williani 
Hay, ^fc}. of Glynbourn, Si^ex, by Staveley. 

Of^ofite the window, Mary Queen of ScotSj 
in an ebony frame^ with the following infcrip^ 
tion Ip, gilt letters u|^q it» 

Mary Queen of Scots, and Dowager of 
France, set. 25. born Dec. 14. an. I549« mur- 
dered Feb. 8, 1587. 


m^ 


^ Innocence Ah£ mtke 


^tom th0 im^lwbted original, pabted wben 
{he was. ^ prUianer in tfad caftk of Loch Levctt^ 

in the poffeffion of the Earl of Morton, in whQfe 
family it has remained fince that time. 

On the right fide. Sir Francis Walfifigham. 

A Marine, by Bonaventure Peters. 

A Landfcape, by Ermels ; a prefent from Sur 
John Blaquiere. 

An old Man's head, by Lutterel. 

Over the door, George Bufly Villiers, fourth 
Earl of Jerfey, by Brompton. 

On the left, Nicholas FuUar, a npted Puri- 
tanical 


I it 1 

tanieal lawy^, wbo died in prifon^ 2619 : by 
Mare Garvud. 

A Marine^ by Booaventure Peters. 

A Se^-rftorm^ by Scott ; a prefent from Her 
Royal Highnefs the Duchds of Gloucefter. 

A beautiful head of a Cupid, in crayons^ by 
Mifs Read ; a prefent from her. 

Over the door, HenrWtta Jane Speed, wife 
to the Count de Viry, by Falconet. 

Of>pofite the chimney, Ferdinieuid, Infant of 
Spain, and Cardinal, Goveraor of the Nether^ 
}a{^, by linOQeman ; from the colledion of 
the Vifcountefe Galway. ' 

A Sea-port, with a ruined Tower ; and Ridhs^ 
\viA a view of Rome in the diflance ; both of 
themi by Tempeifta da Genoa. 

Under theiti, a Woman on horfeback, at* 
tended, by feveral figures, and various aniraals^ 
H plei^fipg and well painted pi&ure, by Wat- 
te«u. 

. AFarm Yacd, byMurillfo; from the coIlec« 
tk>n ef Mr. Bagnol. 

Side of the window, a Nymph and Satyr, by 
Jordaens of Antwerp. 

A filver Oenfer, a Medal, and a pearl Neck- 
lace, by Boeftraten. 

A Landfeape, by Wotton. 

Flemifli Pea&nts plapng at ninepins ; fchool 
of Teniers: a prefent from Her Royal Highnefs 
the Prinoefs Augufla. 

'Lofi: fide^ Margaret,, daughter of §ix Wil* 

c 4 liam 
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liam Waller, by his firfi wife Jane^ daughter of 
Sir Richard Ray nal, of Ford, Devon ; wife to 
Sir William Courtenay of Powderbam CafUe. 

Under it, Bacchus and Ariadne, after Guido, 
by his fcholar, Simon da Pefaro : a fine copy. 

THE KING'S DRESSING ROOM. 

Over the chimney, a Turkifli army oji it» 
^arch in Egypt, by Wyck. 
. On the fide, Elizabeth, daughter of Simon 
Earl Harcourt, wife of Sir William Lee, Bart, 
of Hartwell, Bucks ; by Mifs Read. 

Mary le Pel, wife of John -Baron Hervey of 
Ichworth, eldeft fon of John firft Earl of Briftol^ 
of that family j painted at Paris, by la Tour. 

A very curious ancient pi£lure, of the Court 
of. Wards, and Liveries, with portraits of tho 
Officers, Servants, and other perfons there af* 
fembled : the infcripdon on a [»ece of decayed 
paper at the back of it, is verbatim the fame as 
the latter part of the infbription at the bottom 
of the print engraved by Vertue j and the 
^'rnter of it (whofe fignature is J. Fifii) adds, 
'^ I am told that this picture was engraved by 
Vertue.'' This, however, was a miftake, as the 
print was taken from a painting in water co- 
lours, in the pofleffion of the Duke of Rich-t 
mond : from which circumftance it is highly 
probable, that this is tlie original, as it is ufual 

to 
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to copy in water colours from pictures in oil y 

but rarely, if ever, are the latter copied from 

the former. 

A fmall head of Madame de. Main tenon;, by 

Mignard. 

Oppofite the window, 

Sarah Jennings^ Duchefs of Marlborough^, 
after Kneller ;. a-prefent from her to the firft. 
Lord Harcourt. 

^n one. fide, the Cafcade o£ Terrii, by Ori-' 
zohti. 

On the other,. Archite6lure, with figures, by/ 
Yiviani.. 

Lady Meyer, in the chara3er of St. Cathe«^. 
rii^e, by Mrs. Bede. 

Sir Samuel Moyer, Bart, by Riley; 

Mr. Edward Hamilton, fon of the Hon. Hen- 
ry, Hamilton^ fou of Guftavus, ,Vifcount Boy ne i 
by Hunter of Dublin. . 

John, firft Earl 3pencer, after Grainfborough. 

Oppofite the chimney, Noah and his family/ 
wid) all the different animals, preparing to en- 
ter thje 4^1^^ by Jmperiali. . 

Under it, the Duchefs de Fontange, reclin-? 
ing upon a bank ; a beautiful portrait, by Mig- 
najcd ; - very rare.- | 

On the left, Ayilliam Henry Duke of Glou- 
cefler^ in the Garter robes, by Opie ; a prefent 
from the Duke. Under it, Georgiana.Poyiiitz 
Countefs Spencer, after Gainlborough. ' ; 

On the right, EUizabeth, daughter of King 

c 5 James > 
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Jatnes 1. Eleftrefs Palatine, and Queen of Bo- 
hemia, by. Hondthurft ; a prefent from her txy 
Sir Simon Harcourt. 

Under it, Lionel Cranfield Sackville, flrft. 
Duke of Dorfet, in the Garter robes, by Rey- 
nolds } a prefent from the Lady Cecilia John- 
Hon. 

- The table was a prefent from the Princefs 
Royal, upon her leaving England; it confife 
of a baiket of flowers drawn upon vellum, in 
Indian ink, covered with a plate glafs, and 19 
executed with much freedom and tafte. 

Under thefe, Montagne^^ by Jannetj a cu^ 
riotts ancient portrait. 

Two clear and beautiful Marines^ with fi* 
gures, by Mr. Cowden. 

Two capital and highly expreffivc drawings, 
from, the ballad of the Children in the wood, 
by Mifs Catharine Fanfliawe. 

On one fide of the window, Mr. Jolifie, by 
Lely. 

Richard Grenvilte, (afterwards Earl Temple,) 
by Rofalba; a legacy from Anna Chamber^ 
Countefs Temple, his wife. 
A drawing of a Pedlar Giri, by the Ctueea. 
A head of Luther, in chalks, by Albert Durer. 
Sir- Philip Sydney, when a youth, painted 
upon filver : a prefent from Her Royal High- 
ii6fe the Princefs Augufta. 

Chrift, and St. John playing with a lamb ; 
fchool of Btibens. 

On 
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On the other fide, Giles, third Lord Chan- 
dosr it came from Wefton, (Mr. Sheldon's,) 
a prefent from Mr. Walpole. 

Portrait of a Man. 

Mr. Addifon, in crayons. 

Erafmns, after Holbein, by Lutterel. 

A Landfcape, by Wotton. 

Over the door, Mr. Witham, by Cornelias 
Janfem 


THE TAPESTRY ROOM, 

25 by 19, and 15 feet high, was sodded iti 
the year 178)-, for the reception of the Sheldon 
Maps. Thifi very curious tapeftry, of which 
Mr. Gough, in his Topographical Antiquities, 
gives- the fblfowing defcription, came from 
Wefton in Warwickihire, and was a prefent 
from the Hon. Horace Walpole. 

** Three large tnaps of Warwick, Oxford, 
and' Worcefterfhire, near 80 feet fquare, by 
Fraitcis and Richard Hicks : this firft of them 
has this infcription in capitals, adorned with 
bears. * Warwickfhire, fo named as well of 
the Saxons, as of us at this daye, it is divided 
in two parts by the river Avone ronningQ 
through the mideft. The one is colled Feldon^ 
the other Woodland. The moft memorable 
towns in the Feldons are, Lemington, taking 
the name of the river Leame, where a fait well 

c 6 fpringeth. 
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fpringetfa. Ichinton and Harbury, betwene 
which two townes Fermandus, the fon of Kinge 
OfTa, was (layn ; a man of fingular vertue, and 
buried in his father's palace^ called Ofchurch. 
The Woodland^ being the north part and the 
greater;^ was by an auncient name called Ar- 
den> which fignifieth a wood. In the middle 
of this region (landeth Coventre^ fo' called of 
the Covente of Monkes^ a citie in times paft 
populus and riche by the trade of clothing and 
making of cappes : near Coventre^ on the eaft 
part^ is Caledon^ the auneient feat of the Lorde 
Segrave^ from whom it is defcended to the 
Barons of Barkley^.by the Mo wbraies> Dukes 
of NorthfoJke. Weft ward, from Coventre ftand^ 
eth the caftle of Kenelworth^ compared about 
with a great pool, firft buildid by JeflTrey Clin- 
ton, Chamberlayne to Kinge Henre the Firft : 
about V miles from thence ftandeth Warwicke^ 
called by the Brytaines Caer Guarviek, which 
iignifieth a place of defence, wbear is a cafile 
of great force, builded by the Romanes. Wil^ 
liam the Conqueror ordeyued xii BurgefTes in 
Warwicke, to attende on him in his warrea. 
Near unto Warwicke, is Guyes cliffe, a place 
of wonderful pleafure, whear Guye of War- 
wicke builded a chapel, .aud was tbere buried. 
Read W. Camden, his difcriptxon pf Bri.' 

" At the oppoiite corner are the arms p£ 
England, fupported by^^ Lion and Griffin; 
at another corner, tlie arms of Sheldon with 

fix 
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fix quartering^ ; and' at the fourth, the com^ 
pafles and fcale of miles, with the date 1588, 
which was difcovered fince this tapeftry was 
cleaned and reflored. 

^^ The fecobd Map has this infcription : ^ Ox- 
onii et Bercerias comitatus locupletati per Fran- 
clfcum Hicl^es.' The arms here are Sheldon^ 
impaling argent fix lioncels rampant fable. Thij» 
comprehends part of Bucks, ^erts, Bedford- 
(hire, Middlefex, Wilts, .Warwickfhire, North* 
amptonlhire, and other bordering counties. 

*^ The third is intitled, * Wigorn. com. lo- 
cupletata, Ric. Hykcs,' bordered by part of 
Hereford, Stafford, Northampton, Oxford (hire, 
and all Warvvickfliire* Sheldon, here impales 
the quarterings as before, and here is alfo this 
fiugle coat, argent a fefs between three Pears 
fable (the arms of the city of Worcefter), The 
cpmpa& in this exadlly refembles that in Sax- 
ton's Kent and other maps. In thefe mapa 
the .principal comity is, bounded by a ilrong 
line of red : the principal rivers and flreams 
are marked blue, the hills, clumps of trees, 
and even wind-mills (particularly one of the 
latter^ which flood within niemory before the 
houfe) are exprefled. The napies of the coun- 
ties are in Italic capitals ; thofe of towns, not 
always well fpelt. , JloUright has eight pyra- 
midical flones, and a wind-mill. Ricot is re- 
prefentedas a Caflle with feveral towers. If 
^thefe maps are not copied from Saxton, their 

large 
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large icale^ and mJnuti^ detail,' is an improve- 
ment on the firft efTort of map'-niakmjg among 
us, and it would be well worth while to com- 
pare them. Nor is this their only merit ; they 
are the earlieft fpectmens of tapeftry weaving in 
Englandy which was firft introduced by Wil- 
liam Sheldon, in the reign of Henry VIII. and 
h is not improbable that he intended to unite 
the memorial of two new dtfeovcries. The 
spelling favours of Flemifli artiffs." 

To the above defcription by Mr. Goughj 
may be added, that the beacons then exifling 
are reprefented in thefe maps, as are likewife 
the feveral parks and bridges, and of the latter, 
thofe which are built with ftone are diftin- 
guiftied from thofe which are of wood. Wood- 
ftock park alone, among the many fimilar in- 
clofures in Oxfordfhire and the other coun- 
ties, is reprefented as furrounded with a fione 
wall. 

The Friie of this room is divided into com- 
partments, in which are infevted Gothic thtelds, 
bearing upon them the arms of the Harcourt 
family, from its origin an. 876, ivith its re- 
fpedlive matches in their proper colours^ and 
in genealogical order,' alternately with the 
Vernon knot. 

Over the doors are two curious and very an- 
cient whole length piftures of St. Catherine, 
and of a malfe Saiiit; they were the two fold- 
ins doors of an altar piece. 

Between 
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Between the windows are the ftrms of the 
Hon. Horace Walpole, with the date 1787, 
the year in which the room was built. 

In the two round pannels are the arms of 
Robert Harcourt, Knight of the Garter, in the 
reign of Edward IV. 1463. And thofe of Ro- 
bert his grandfori. Knight of the Bath 1495. 

• In each angle of the ceiling is a knight in 
armour, upon a horfe caparifoned according to 
ancient ufage, reprefenting four of the Har- 
courts, who by marriage added large dflatea to 
the family pofleffions. 

Over the door, 
Robert Harcourt, impaling Camville, I202. 

Oppofite to it, 

W. Harcourt— Noel, 1^09. 

Left of the windows. Sir Richard Harcourt 
— de Quincy, 1250. 

Right of ditto. Sir Chriftopher Harcourt—* 
Stapleton, 1474. 

Shields in the Frize, beginning on the left 
as you enter the. room. 

1. Bernard the Dane, an. 876. — Sprote de 
Bourgoyne. 

2. Torf Lord of Torville— Ertemberg de 
Briquebec, 947. 

3. Turchetil Lord of Tnrcheville — ^Adeline 
de Montfort, xooi. 

4* An- 
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4* AnchetU Lord of Harcourt^-^Eva dt Bdf- 
fy le Chartel, 1027. ' , 

5. Robert Lord of Harcourt-^Gokde d'Ar- 
gouges, 1094^ 

6. William Lord of Harcourt— -Hue d'Am- 
boife, 1 1 1*4. 

7. Ivo de Harcourt, fecond.fon- 

8. Robert de Harcourt — Ifabel^ daughter and 
heir of Richard de Camville, died iao3. 

9. William de Harcourt — daughter and co- 
heir of Thomas Noel, an. 1 209. 

10. Sir Richard — Arabella, daughter of 
Sayer de Quincy, Earl of Winchefter, living 
1299. 

11. Sir William — Hillaria, daughter of Hen* 
ry Lord Haftings, died 1278. 

12. Sir Richard — Margaret, daughter and 
coheir of John Lord Beke, living 1250. 

13. Sir John — Ellen, daughter of Eudo lei 
.Zouch, died 1330. 

14. Sir Richard — Joan, daughter of Richard 
Lord Grey, of Codnor, died 1349. 

15. Sir Thoniaa — Maud, daughter of Robert • 
Lord Grey, of Rotherfield; died 1417. 

. 16. Sir Thomas — Joan, dau^ter of Sir Ro- 
bert Frauncis, died 1460. 

17. Sir Robert, K. G.— «»Margaret, daughter 
of Sir John Byron, 1463. 

j8. Sir Robert, K. B* — Agnes, daughter* of 
Thomas Lymbrake^ 

19. Sir, 


[ 41 ] 

19* Sir R]chard-:~Editb9 daughter and heir 
of Sir Thomas S. Clare, died 1487. 

zo. Sir Chrifi6pher-«-Joaii, daughter and 
coheir of Sir Miles Stapleton, i474« 

21. Sir Simon — ^Agnes^ daughter of Thomas 
Darell, died ij;47. 

22* Sir John— 'Margaret^ daughter and co- 
heir of Sir William Barentyne, died 1565. 

23. Sir Simon — Margaret, daughter of Sir 
Edward ^Afion, died 1577. 

24. Sir Walter— Dorothy, daughter of Wil- 
Jiam^Jlobinfon* 

25. Robert — Frances, daughter of Geoffrey 
Vere, died 1631. 

26. Sir Simon — Anne, daughter of William 
Ix>rd Paget, died 1643. 

27. Sir Philip— Anne, daughter of Sir Wil» 
liaxn Waller, died i688, 

28* Simon, Vifcount Harcourt — Rebeccaj 
daughter :ofI(ev, Thomas Clark, died 17274 

29. Hon. Simon Harcourt <— rr- £li2labeth> 
daughter of John Evelyn, died 1720. 

30. Simon, ftfft Earl ^^ Rebfecca, daughter 
and faf^r of Charles Sambome le Baft, dked 

1777- 

31. George Simon, fecond Earl-^Elizahothj 

daughter of George Lord Vernon. 


On 
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On the oppofite fide, beginning at the left^ . 

Collateral branches manied ta hesre8es« 

Rollo de HarTC0urt — — iRoefia, daughter and 
heir of WUKam Peverell. 

Simon de Harcourt — Adeline^ daughter and 
heJr ef Oftert de Arden. 

Sir Robert &e Harcefwt — ^DIonHia, daiJghter 
and heir of He«ry Kpard. 

Sir Henry ^Emma, daughter and heir of 

William Maun(e}. 

Sir Richard — Joan, daughter and heir of Sir 
WiBiara SharefhuH* — 

Michael — — — daughter and heir of •*^«— 
Tyltiey. ' 

Philip — ^Hizabeth, daugbter and heir of Ti* 
iMothy Woodroffc 

Simon — ^Elizabeth, daughter and heir of Sir 
]ti<^ard AmkArfon. 

Henry — Frances, daughter and' heir of Na- 
thaniel Bard.- ' ' 

CoUate.ral snatches of the principal Liue^; 

Sir William— *—ABce, daughter of Allen le 
Zouch, firft wife. 

. Sir Jobn-^Allce, daughter of Peter Corbet, 
fecond wife. • . ' . 

Sir Richard — ^Eleanor, daughter of Sir Roger 
Lewknor, fecond wife. 

Sir Simori — Grace, daughter of Humphrey 
Fitz-Herbert, fecond wife. 

Sir 
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Sir Siinon-*-Jane^ daughter of Sir William 
Spencer^ third wife. 

Robert — Elizabeth^ daughter of John Her- 
bert, firft wife. 

Sir Philip — ^Elizabeth, daughter and heir of 
John Lee^ fecond wife. 

Simon, firft Vifcount — ^Elizabeth, daughter 
of Richard Spencer, fecond wife. 

Simon, firft Vifcount-*-Elizabeth, daughter 
of Sir Thomas Vernon^ third wife. 


Over 


led from 

tielr to 
ent. 


Robertlirgh^ Earl^Margaret, fifter to Rotroe 
of Mel| I Elarl of Perche. 

RobertJWarwick.=f=Gundreda, daujghter of 

William Earl or Warren, 


of M^ 

Bober^ 
Leiceft 
leran E 


by Gundreda, fifter .to 
William the Conqueror. 


of War-sAIice, daughter of Robert 
de Harcourt. 
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Alliances with Sovereign Houfes. 

John^ fecond Baron oi Harcourt^ i288«-« 
Agnes of Lorraine. 

John, third County 1302— Alicia of Brabant, 
Lady of Arfcot. 

John, fifth County 1353 — ^Blanch of Ponthieu, 
Countefs of Aumalle, Princefs of Caftile. 

John, fixth County 1374 Catherine de 

Bourbon* 

John, feventh Count, 1380— -Mary of Alen* 
9on. 

Mary Countefs of Harcourt and Aumalle, in 
her own right, 1430. great great Grandmother 
of Henry IV. King of France«-*Anthony of 
Lorraine, Count of Vaudemont. 


THE GARDENS, 

Which (except the north terrace and flower- 
garden) were laid out and planted by Brown, 
contain thirty-eight acres, and from the " '^ knoll 
on which the houfe is fituated, command an 
extenfive profpeA over all the intervening flat, 
as far as the towers of Oxford. In another 
dire6lion, it overlooks the windings of the 
Thames, towards Abingdon. Thefe grand 
views, terminated by the Berkihire hills and 

« Gilpin's Tours, V«l. I. 

other 


Other riiin^ grounds^ compofe the dif^aace^ and 
are prefented from different places around the 
hDrtfe, and hr the pliaftfre ground. The ac- 
companiment alfo of noble trees on thB fore- 
ground, fets off the dHlant fcenery to great ad- 
vantage.** 

* In pafBng ftie arcacle on the north fide of the 
houfe, the weft end of the church, the entrance 
to which IS a fenri-rotunda of tohitnns, fup- 
porting a dome, is feen through an opening in 
the trees, and appears like a fhiall temple : the 
path then rounds the top of a flope, hTokeii 
with grdnps of trees, over whitrh Radley, the 
feat of Sit George Bowyer, is feen, with the 
chutch, atid'lbme of the fc^ltterfed houfes of 
that village. A grove of ditt6 fucce^ds, whitfh 
rifes to the weft end of the church, and the 
walk is continued through the principal por- 
tico of that beautiful buildings h confifls of fix 
large Ionic columns, that fupport a pediment, 
above which a dome irfes In the centre. It 
was ere£ted at the fole expehce of the l^te Earl 
Harcoiift, who himfelf gave the original de- 
fign, which received a very 'flight alteration 
from Stuart. The infide has been fitted up by 
the prefent Earl : the interior form is fimple 
and pkafing : its only ornaments are two ta- 
blets with the Harcourt arms in French ta- 
peftry, another piece of tapeftry of large dl- 
inenftons, reprefenting the chiefs of the twelve 
tribes of Ifrael at the Paffover, and a pidlure 

in 
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la the altar piece^ (which was alfo after his de^ 
fign, ) painted by the Rev. Mr. Mafon ; the 
fubje£):^ which i& tlie good Samaritan^ is well 
conceived, and has confiderable merit. In the 
church there is a barrel organ, upon which is 
fet Mr. Mafon*s mufic for the refponfes to the 
commandmenCSy and his SiHiday hymns. The 
adjoining flower-garden was formed by him, 
and he fuggefted the alterations on the north 
terrace ; fo that in a very fmall fpace we have 
fpecimens of his genius in mufic, painting, and 
poetry, of his tafte in improving the beauties of 
nature, and, what is moft foothing to thofe who 
loved him, a proof that he applied his talents 
to the nobleft purpofe, that of celebrating the 
praifes of Him, from whom he received them. 
This building (lands on the brow of a hill^ 
which takes a circular fweep to the right, and 
the grove that has been pafled, occupies the de- 
clivity to the left. In its front the ground 
falls, with inequality of furface, between trees 
towards the meadow : large elms, feathering 
down to the ground, form in the bottom an 
irregular boundary, and the diftance is termi- 
nated by the hill, and part of the village of 
Heddington. The path now proceeds through 
trees, and from it are feen the towers of Ox- 
ford, and the village of Radley. A little far- 
ther on the right, on a feat placed beneath a 
very large and fpreading elm, is the following 
infcription, by Mr. Whitehead, 

This 
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This tree ' was planted by a female hand, 

4 

In the gay dawn ofruflic beauty's glow ; 
And faft beiide it did her cottage ftand» ' 

When age had cloath'd the matron's head with fnow. 
To her, long us'd to Nature's (imple ways. 

This (ingle fpot was happinefs complete ; 
Her tite could (hield her from the noon-tide blaztf. 

And from the tempeft fcreen her little feat. 
Here, with her Colin oft the faithful maid 

Had led the dance, the envious youths among : 
Here, when his aged bones in earth were laid. 

The patient matron turned her wheel and fung; 
She felt her lofs ; yet felt it as (he ought. 

Nor dar'd *gainft Nature's general law exclai|D ; 
But cbeck'd her tears, and to her children taught 

That well known truth, ** their lot would be the fame." 
Tho' Thames before her flow'd, his farther (hores 

She ne'er ezplor'd, contented wjth her own, 
And diftant Oxford, tho' (he faw its towers. 

To her ambition was a world unknown. 
Did dreadful tales the clowns from market bear 

Of kings, of tumults, and the courtier train. 
She coldly liften'd with unheeding ear. 

And good Queen Anne, for aught (he car'd, might reign. 
Tlie fun her day, the feafons mark'd her year. 

She toil'd, (he flept, from care, from envy free. 
For what had (he to hope, or what to fear, 

Blefs'd with her cottage, and her fav'rite tree. 
Hear this, ye great, whofe proud poflefiions fpread 

O'er earth's rich furface, to no fpace confin'd ; 

* This tree is well known to the country people by the name 
of Bab's tree. It was planted by one Barbara Wjrat, who was 
fo much attached to it, that on the removal of the village of 
Nuneham-Courtenay, to where it is now built, (he eameftly 
intreated that (he might ftill remain in her old habitation.. 
Her requeft was complied with, and her cottage not pulled 
down till after her death, - • ' 
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Ye leam'd in arts* in men, in manners read. 
Who boaft as wide an empire o'er the mipd. 

With reverence vifit her auguft domain ; 
To her unletter*d niem'ry bow the knee | 

She found that happinefs ypu feek in Tain, 
Blefs*d ncjth a cottage, and a fingic tree. 

The walk now takes a more terrace-like 
form, and afcends into a thick grove^ from 
which there is an opening into a fequeftered 
part of the park ; it continues round the hill % 
and returns into the fame path ; from a feat 
towards the middle of which^ Oxford is feen in 
a particularly advantageous point of view : at 
the entrance of what may be called the church- 
glade^ that building produces its bed gRqQ. : 
the convex form of the ground immediately 
before it^ uniting with a concave fweep, gives 
to the hill a mod pleafing outline; and when 
all the furrounding features are brought into 
one view^ from a ftation where every external 
objeft is excluded^ the whole forms a (Iriking 
piece of garden fcenery. The walk now re- 
paiies the portico^ defcends to the houfe, and 
is continued round it to the fouth (ide of the; 

* F^om the further end of this walk a path diverj^ leading 
to the Farfonage, which is lituated upon a bold and lofty emi- 
nence, commandhxg a view of Radley over a woody bottom > 
of the Thames, and of Oxford in the diftance ; and thefe differ- 
ent objefbs, feen from a hill planted with coppice, are ren- 
dered the more ftHking, from the eye being confined On the 
\eh by a fteep bank covered with wood, and by another fringed 
with trecsy and si^iialljr abrupt, on the right. 

J> gar- 
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garden. A broad walk, between i plantation 
on one fide, and tufts of (hrubs and detached 
trees on the other, is continued through a 
thick wood, planted on the upper part of a 
lawn that declines toward the meadow j from 
hence every diftant objeft is excluded, but it is 
enlivened in one place by a view into the park« 
A little onward is Lady Harcourt's oak, which 
is rendered (Iriking from the circumdance of 
its far-extended branches reding upon the 
ground. Farther to the left is a highly or- 
namented feat, of the Corinthian order, de« 
iigned by Saunders ; beyond it is another oak 
called Whitehead's, near which is an urn de* 
dicated to his memory, with the following in« 
fcription^ by Mr. Mafon^ upon the pedeftah 

Harcourt and friendfhip this xiiethorial raife. 

Near to the oak where Whitehead oft reclin%f. 
Where all that nature robed bf art difptays, 

With charms Consenial,' footh*d his poliih'd minji 
Let Fa{htOD*s votaries, let the " Tons of fire/' 

The genius of that modeft Bard defpife. 
Who bade diferetion regulate his lyrtp 

Studious to pleafe, but fcforning to furprif« t 
Enough for him, if thofe who ihar'd his love 

Through life, who virtue more than verfd reverei , 
Here pen6ve paiafdj while eircling rodnd the grove^, 

And drop the heart-paid tribute of a tear« 

In a fecefs in the plantation oti the oppofite 
fide, is a feat placed there by the advice of Mr* 
Repton, who firft difeoyered the pi^lurefquc 

yiew^ 


vie^) from that point. From the eminence 
upon which the urn is placed^ the eye com* 
mands a profpeA of Oxford, and of the Thames 
that flows through the intervening valley be- 
low, of Badley, with the woods beyond it, and 
of Abingdon and the Berk(hire hills* Farring- 
don hill, with the clump of trees upon its fum- 
mit, is diftinfUy feen at the iliilance of eigh- 
teen miles : to the left, the ground falls ab- 
ruptly into a glen in the park, but immediately 
rifes into a brow covered with oaks, which in 
the diflant view of them form* a m^s, yet fo 
detached) as on a nearer approach to ihew the 
turf beneath them. The walk now returns to- 
ward the houfe, through a clofer part of the 
plantation.; on the left there is a narrow Qpen- 
Ing that admits a view over the underwood ; 
and the trees on the fore-ground, apparently 
uniting with a clump in the garden below, 
lead the eye to other mafles of wood, till it 
reaches Oxford) which is framed by the trees 
and fhrubs through which it is. feen. A little 
farther, the profpeft in front is viewed beneath 
the branches of detached acacias> from a treil- 
lage feat covered with rofes and honeyfucfclesj 
and the path, after being carried through a very 
thick and clofe part of the plantation) unites 
with the upper walk» 
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THE FLOWER GARDEN 

Has no vifible connexion with the pleafure-* 
ground : the entrance is from the path which 
afcends toward the churchy beneath the pedi^ 
ment of a Doric gate, on which the following 
fentence from J. J. Roufleau^ fo beautifully al- 
lufive to the world of flowersj is infcribed : ^^ Si 
TAuteur de la nature eft grand dans les grandes 
chofes^ il eft tres grand dans les petites.'' 
Fronting the gate, and backed by a mafs of 
/hrubs, is a buft of Flora> with the following 
infcription ; 

Here fprings (he Viotet all AfcWe; 
And freflt Perwinke riehe of hewei ; 
And Flouris yalowe^ white, and redo 
Such plenti grew ther ner in mede : 
l^uU gai 18 all the grounde, and queinf 
And poudrid, as ihen had it |>eint» 
With many a frefh and fondry Floure 
Tftat caftin up liill gode favourer 

ChauceH. 

A gravel walk inclofed with fhrubs leads id 
the rights when a view foon opens on the left 
to an irtegtilar ffope^ enriched with tufts of 
flowers^ feen beneath the branches of trees: 
a wide fpreading ettn, whofe boughs touch 
the girotind^ is a kifrd pf eentral objeft* The 
walk theft continues between detached trees^ 
till tbe eye is confined on either ffde by a 

thiek 
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ihick fbrubbeiy, that unites to the right with 
a plantation in the park : on a rifing bank is 
a ftatue of Hebe^ with the following inferip- 
tion : 

Hebe, from thy cup diyine, 
Shedy O (hed ! nefikareoui dews. 
Here o'er Nature's living (hrine^ 
Th' immortid drops diffufe: 
*' Here while eveiy bloom's difpla/d. 
Shining fair in vernal pride> 
Catch the colours ere they fade, 
And check the green blood's ebbing tidci 
Till youth eternal like thine own prevail. 
Safe from the night's damp wing, or day's infidious gale. 

W» Whitehead* 

The path now becomes narrower, and pafles 
Uirough an arched rock covered with ivy, 
which is deiigned in imitation of a natural ca* 
Tern. On one fide on a piece of marble, are 
thefe lines from Milton's Comus j 

Mufing Meditation moft aflefia 
Hie penfive fecrecy of dcfert cell. 

And Wiidom^s felf 
Oft feeks to fweet retired Solitude, 
Where with her bcft nurfe, Contemplation, 
She plumes her feathers, and lets grow her wings. 
That in the various buftle of refort 
Were all too rufHed, and fometimes impair'd. 

The front of the grotto is partially concealed 
by ivy and other creeping plants, and through 
an opening before it is caught a glimpfe of the 

D 3 gar- 
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garden. On a long ilanting ftone^ which ap- 
pears to be the fmooth part of a crag, is the 
following infcriptibn^ to the memory of Walter 
Clarke florift, by Mr. Whitehead, 


On hiiDy whofe very fotil was here, 

Wbofe duteonsy careful, iconftant toil 
Has varied with the varying year. 

To malte this gay profUiion fmile, 
Whofe hannlefs life, in filent flow. 

Within ihefe circling (hades has pafs'd. 
What happier death could heaven bcftow, 

Than in thefe ihades to breathe his laft ? 
'TWAS here he fell : nor fiur- removed 

Has earth received him in her breaft. 
Still faft beiide the fcenes he lov'd^ 

In holy ground his reliques reft. 
Each clamb'ring woodbine, flaunting rofe. 

Which- round jron Bower He taught to wave^ 
With'.every firagfant'briar thatblowi^ 

Shall lend a- wreath tablnd hU grave. 
Each village mat roil, village ntaid. 

Shall with chafte fingers chaplets tye. 
Due honours to the rural dead, 

And emblems of mdvtt^ty. 
Each village fwafn that palfes by 
. A figh (hall to hitf mem'ry give. 
For fure his death demands s (igh,- 

Whofe life Inftmds tiMm how to live". 
If fpirits walk, as fabling age 

Relates to childhood's wond'ring ear. 
Full oft does fancy dare prefage, 

Shall Walter's faithful (hade be here ; 
Athwart yon gUde,^ at night's pale noon 

Full oft (hall glide with bufy feet, 
And by the glimmerings of the mopa 

Rev ifit cai;b bek^'d retreat : 

Per- 
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Perhaps the tallci on earth he knew 

Refume, correft the gadding fpraj, 
Brafli from the plants the fickly dew. 

Or chafe the noxious worms away. 
The barfting (hnibs (ball gladlier grow. 

No midnight blafty the flowers (hall fear, 
And many a hit eflie£l Audi ihow 

At moni> that Walter has been here. 
Nay, every mom in times to come. 

If quainter ringlets curl the (hade. 
If richer breezes breathe peffiime» 

If fofter fweU the verdant glade ; 
If neameis charm a thoufand ways. 

Till nature almoft art appear, 
Tiadition's conftant, lay'rite phrafe 

Shall be, '< Poor Walter has been here !" . 

From this fpot there is another opening into 
the interior part of the garden, and oppofite to 
it a buft of J. J. Roufleau, with an infcription 
by Sir Brook Boothbj^ Bart. 

ROUSSEAU. 

Say, is thy honeft heart to Virtue warm I 
Can Genius animate thy feeling Breaft ! 
Approach, behold this venerable Form, 
TU Roufleau, let thy Bofom fpeak the reft. 

The walk then winds to the lelt, where a rude 
and romantic elnii over-canopies a bench. The 
temple of Flora is the next obje£t ; it is after a 
defign of a Doric portico at Athens : in the 
centre of the back wall is a medallion of Flora^ 
from the antique, in white marble, with the 
following infcription from Arioflo : 

D 4 Vaghi 
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Vaghi bofchetti di foavi Allori, 
Di Palme, -e d*aincniffime MortellCi 
Cedri eC Aranci, cliavean fmtti e fiori, 
Contefti in varie forme e tutte belle, 
Facean riparo a i fervidi ealori 
De' giorai eflivi con lor fpeiA ombrellei 
E tra quei rami con iicuri voli 
Cantando fe ne giano i Roflignoli. 

On one fide is a bud of Faunus, and on the 
other that of Pan, with the following infcrip* 
tions. 

Faunas would oft, as Horace (ings, 
Delighted with his rural feats^ 
Forfake Arcadia's groves and fpring^i 
For foft Lucretile*s retreats. 
*Twas beauty charm'd, what wonder tbeni 
Enamour'd of a fiiirer fcenc. 
The changeful God (hould change again^ 
« And htre for ever lit his reign I ' • " 

W. WKITZfitABl, 

Here univerfal Pftn, . 
Knit with the Graces, and the Hours in dance. 
Leads on th' eternal fpring. Miltok. 

r 

It is placed on a gentle fife, from which there 
is an inclining glade, terminated by a cinerary 
um, erefted to the memory of Mr. Mafon : 

'« The Poet's feeling, and the Painter's eye," 
In this thy lov'd retreat, we pleas'd defcry : 
Ah Mafon ! in the fcenc thy fancy dreft. 
Oft (hall the (igb of forrow heave the breaft. 
Oft recolle6lion pi£^ure to the mind 
The various talents that in thee were join'd ; 

And 
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And wkUe thf lofty fenius well may claim. 
The brighteil guerdon from the hand of faracj/ 
Thy (irople manners, that dirdain'd all art. 
The genuine piety that warm'd thy heart. 
Thy fteady friendship, jaftly might require 
Numbers like thofe that once inform'd thy lyre : 
Ah fruitlefs wifh ! for ever mute that ftrain. 
And " Numbers worthy thee" we alk in vain. 

The urn is placed in a kind of recefs, overflia- 
dowed by the drooping branches of a large 
fpruce-fir. This glade is formed by an irregu- 
lar line of the beds of flowers and (hrubs on 
either fide^ with fingle Swediih junipers^ which 
have the effeil of cyprcfles, projedling before 
them. From the temple^ the path bends to the 
rightj between large elms^ and then reaches the 
bower, which was defigned by Mr. Mafon for 
that particular fpot. The front confifts of three 
unequal arches; it is covered with climbersjand 
being painted green, both infide and out, is in* 
tended to convey the idea of a bower formed by 
the fhrubs. On either fide are bufts of Venus 
and Apollo, with the following infcriptions. 

Buft of VENUS. 

Thee, Goddefs, thee the clouds and tempefti fear, 

And at thy pleafing prefenoe difappear : 

For thee the land in fragrant (lowers is drefs'd. 

Drydbn, from Lucretius* 

Buft of APOLLO. 

Lucido Dip, per cui TApril fiorifce. 

MeTAtt^sio, 

•Within 
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Within is a caft of Cupid and Pfyche, frcrtn the 
antique^ with this infcriptioDj over the middle 
arch : 

Fair Quiet, have 1 found thee here« 

With Innocence thy fiftei dear ! 

Miftaken longi 1 fpught thee then, ^ 

In bufy companies of Men. 

Your facred PiantSi^ at length I know, . 

Will only in retirement grow. 

Society is all but rodCi 

To this delicious Solitude, 

Where all the flowers and tree* do clofe 

To weave the Garland of Repofe. 

And. MAiivst*i. 

The walfc now bends t<J the left, where, on a 
bank between two beeighes, is a buft of Prior. 

« 

Buft of PRIOR. 

Slee, Friend^ in fome few. fleeting hours. 

See yonder what a change is made I 
Ah me ! the blooming pride of May, 

And that of beauty, are but one ; 
At/mom, both flourtfti, bright and ^ay. 

Both fade at evening, pale an^ ^c 

The path, as it defcends, takes a bolder fweep> 
and within a recefs in the (brubbery is an ura 
placed upon an altar, on which is the follow- 
ing infcription, by Mr, Whitehead* 

Sacred to the memory of Frances Poole, Vifoounte£s Pal- 

merfton. 

Here ihall our ling*ring footfteps oft be found. 
This is her flirine, and confecrates the grgund* 

Hei« 
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Here living ^reets tround her altar rife, 
Aod bapsalhe'pcrpctual uioeofe to the ikies. 

Here too the thoughtlcfs and the young may trtad. 
Who (hun the drearier maniions of the dead ; 
May here he taaght what worth the world has known. 
Her wit, her fenfe, her virtues were her own ; 
To her peculiar — and for ever loft 
To thofe who knew, and therefore lov'd her moft* 

Q ! if kind Pity fteal on Virtue's, eye. 
Check not the tear, nor ftop the ufeful figh ; 
From foft Humanity's ingenuous flame, 
A wi(h may rife to emulate her fame. 
And fome hint image of her worth reftore. 
When thofe, who now lament her, are no more. 

The Confervatory next appears; orange trees 
of various kinds are planted in the ground; 
and during the fummer, the front, fides, and 
roof of the building are removed, the back 
wall is covered with a treillage, againft which 
are planted exotic jeflamines, &c. 

This garden contains no more than an acre 
and half of ground; but fuch is the irregularity 
of its form and furface, -the difpofition of its 
fhrubs and flowers, and the conduft of the fur- 
rounding path, that it appears very confidera- 
bly larger than it really is : in defcription it 
may appear overcharged with artificial orna- 
ments, but they are fo placed as to be feen 
only in unexpeAed fucceflion. A flower-gar- 
den being profefledly a work of art, admits of 
all the embelli(hment that art can bellow. 
But tafte alone could not have formed this 
fpot, in which fo much of invention and 

fancy 
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iancy is difplayed, that it is apparent the ge- 
nius of poetry muft have afBfted in. the compo- 
fition ^. 

s Mr. Repton, in his very ingenious and inftru6^lve work, on 
the Theory and Pra£Uce of Landfcape Gardening, obfervcs, 
that " the flower-garden at Nuneham, without being formal, 
18 highly enriched, but not too much crowded with feat^, tem- 
ples, ftatues, or other ornaments, which being works of art, 
beautifully harmonize with that profufion of flowers and curious 
plants, which diftinguifh the flower-garden from natu.nl land* 
fcape^ although the walks are not in ftraighc Unes«" 
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POEMS, 


WRITTEN AT NUNfiHAM. 


w* 


LINES, 

Left in the Flower- Garden, by the late Df. 
Bacon, Author of the Snipe, &c« 

Could Milton be reftor'd to (ight, 

He might at good Lord Kuneham*& coil 

Se« here, with exquifitcdelight. 
The PartidifCi His Adam Lo(l« 

To Walter Clark. 
By the Hon* Horace Walpole^ 17734 

Vour pinks ahd tulips live ax& hour> 
A fortnight bounds your utmoft pow*!. 
^oia, the niggard Goddefs, pays 
With (hort-liv*d joys the toil of ^ays. 
But, Walter Clark, your happy lot 
Is fallen in a fairer fpott 
A Mufe has dcign'd td View ydtir t)ow*o 
And ftdmpt immbrtsll every fltiw'r ; 
Her breath new perfumes csUi difclofe. 
Her touch imprbve the dUniaik rofe : 
And ages hence, the buds yoti raife 
Shall bloom, ih Nuneham*s ^ living lays* 
llie lilies of the field, that ibonti 
With brighter blaze th&h Solomoni 


^ LadyKaneham^ 


Shall 
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Shftll beg to quit their rural ftations» 
To mix with Walter ClarVs carnations. 

To Gratitude, left in the Grotto in the 
Flower-Ganien, 1776. 

Goddefs, to thee we confecrate this Grot, 

Here fix thy throne, and Wcfc the-favour*d fpot ; 

What though we deck with wreaths ftiir Flora*s bower> 

And hail with tuneful fongs the Detian power, 

To Pan, to Faunus, rural altars raife, 

And bid the Cyprian fhrine With incenfe blarcj 

Give to the Sage the honour due, or mourn 

With ptons friendAip o*cr yon facrcd Ura ; 

Yet ftill, bright Nymph, be thine the WSirmell ptalfei 

The fweeteft garlands, and the fofteft lays. 

Come, with thy glowing check, thy tearful cyc> 
Thy fmile half checked, thy Ibul diflblving ligh ; 
Thy faultering voice, thy throbbing heart, and teach 
Virtues, which only thou haft power to reach. 

To Oberon> written in the Flower»Gardcn, 

1777. 

Oh thou> whom with thy airy train 

Our Shakefpear fung in wildeft Ilrain | 

Sweet Oberon, once more to thee 

A fuppliant mortal bends the knee : 

If (as 'tis faid) thy magic powers 

Extend o'er herbs, and plants, and floWers i 

Ah vilit this ciiamel'd ground, 

And wave thy fairy wahd arOiind } 

Bid every noxious vapour fly, 

With balmy zephyrs warm the iky \ 

Clofe every bud of baleful huC) 

And purify the evening dew. 

That rofelip'd health with frolit mieft) 

Like thee miiy trip the circled greeh ^ 


Atid 
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And bring ^tth her the hotrt't beft timfttfi^ 

Calm delight and fecial pleafurq 

And if there be yet & bleffiog 

Worth defiringy worth pofleffiog. 

Gentle Spirit, let thy power 

Charm it to this fragrant bower *; 

And then command thy Elfin bandfi 

To clip Time*8 wings> and bind his hands^ 

lliat every joy may Hiig'ring ftayi 

Nor dread his fcythe^s too powerful* fway» 

So may bright Cynthia'fr iilver ray 
Illume the noon of fiiiry day ; 
So may no flep or eye prophane 
Difturb the revels of thy train ; 
So may each blooming flower diffofe) 
For thee> its moft neftareous dews $ 
And bees their honied tribute bring 
To Oberon, the Fairy King. 


On the iini>roTetiietit8 at Nunehani'-Courtenfty^ 
by Mr, Whitehead^ 1781. 

iDame Natuit the goddefs, oh<s veiy bright diiy 

In ftrolling through ^uncftikm) met Brown on the fWity | 

And'blefi me> (he faid, with en ihfolent (n<6a, 

I wonder that fbllow will dare to coihe here. • 

What ttiore thtiii I did, has your impudence plann*d ? 

The lawn, wood^ and water, are all of tny hand ^ 

in my very beft hianner, with Themis*s (bales, 

I lifted the hills, and I fcoop^d out the vales ; 

With Sylvan^s own umbrage I grac'd every brow ; 

And pourM the rich Thames through the meadows beU^« 

1 grant it, he cried ; to your fov'rcigii eommand 
t bow as I oUght-^Gentle Lady, your hand ; 
The weather's inviting, fo let us move on « 
Vou know what you did, and now fee what I've doitei 
i with gratitude own you have reftfon to plead, 
That to thefe happy fvenes ^v were bounteoiu indeed i 

Mjr 
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My lovely materials were many and great ! 

(For fometimes, you know, I'm obliged to create ;) 

But fay in return, my adorable dame^ 

To all you fee here, can you lay a juft claim ? 

Were there no iligbter parts, which you finiih'd in hafte, 

Orlefty like a friend, to give fcope to my tafte ? 

That fweet flowing outline, that fteals from the view. 

Who drew o'er the furface, did I, or did jrou ? 

The foft undulations both diftant and near. 

That heave from the lawns, and yet fcarcely appear ? 

(So bends the ripe harveft the breezes beneath^ 

As if earth was in flumber, and gently took breath.) 

Who thinn'd, and Who group'd, and who fcatter*d thofe' 

trees ? 
Who bade the flopes fall with that delicate eafe, 
Who caft them in (hade, and who plac*d them in Hght^ 
Who bade them divide, and who bade them unite ? 
The ridges are melted, the boundaries gone : 
Obferve all thefe changes, and candidly own 
I have cloth'd you when naked, and, when overdrefU 
I have ftripp'd you again to your boddice and veft, 
Conceal'd ev'ry blemiih, each beauty difplay'd. 
As Reynolds would pi^re fome exquifite ihaid| 
Each fpirited feature' would happily place. 
And filed o*er the whole inexpreffible grace. 
• One queftion remains. Up the green^of yon fteep, 
Who threw the bold walk with that elegant fweep ? 
^— There is little to fee, till the fummit we gain ; 
Kay, never draw back, yon may climb without pain, 
And, I hope will perceive how each objeft is caught^ 
And is loft in eza^y the point where it ought. 
That ground of your moulding is certainly fine ; 
But the fwell of that knoll, and thofe op*nings are mine* 
The profpe^ wherever beheld, muft be good| 
But has ten times its charms, when you burft from this wood» 
A wood of my planting. The Goddefs cried« Hold ! 
*Ti« grovm very hot> and 'tis grown very cold : 
She fann'd, and fhe (hudder'd, (he cough'd, ahd (he fnecz'dj 
lilxdia'd to be angry^ ineUn'd to be pleas'd^ 

Hair 
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^alf fmird, and half poated — ^then tam'd from the riew. 
And dropp*d him a curtfe^r, and blaihing withdrew^ 

Yet foon recolle£ling her thoughts as ihe pafs'd, 
** I may have my reveAge on this fellow at laft ; 
*^ For a lucky conjeAure comes into my head, 
**• That whate*er he has done, and whate'er he has faid, 
** The world's little malice will balk his defign ; 
** Each fault they*U call his, and each excellence mint.** 

Inscription 

For the pedeflal of the vafe in the Flower- 
Garden, near which Walter Clark died fud- 
denly, 17843 written by Mr. Mafon the fame 
year. 

Here died the village Twain, whofe hourly care 

Taught this gay fcene with richeft bloom to fmile, 
Fill'd with frefh fragrance thro* the varying year. 

And but with life refign'd his willing toil. 
To his memorial facred be the lay ! 

Read it, ye proud, with no faftidious eye, 
But leara, with Harcourt's gratitude, to pay 

The tribute due to honeft induflry. 

Sonnet- 
On the death of the Rev. William Mafon, 
1797, by the Rev. George Richards. 

It was my hope, departed bard, when June 
Had fiird with fragrance this delightful fpot^ 
To meet thee in the cool and filent grot, 

Thy ihelter from the fummer*s fultry noon. 

But thou art gone, and never more wilt ftray 
Beneath the fragrant lime and lofty plane. 
Plants by thy claflic tafte difpos'd. In vain 

We place the urn, or frame the votive lay, 

For all the fcene recalls thee : the ^cen bower, 

a The 
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The grot, the flowery tufts, and cyprefs glade. 
With forms of bard or fage, half hid in (hade. 
Wonder of noble mrnds : at length thy hour 

9 

Hath come: and, leaving now* the human race. 
Thou tak'ft among immortal bards thy place. 

Ode^ 

To the memory of the Rev. William Mafon^ 

Written in the Flower- Garden, 17 87, 

By Sir Brooke Boothby, Bart. 

Thefe rofeate bowets, thefe fun-bright ^ades» 

A Poet's eye ds^n'd ; 
Bade yon dark paths through tufted (hades 

In leaiy labyrinths wind : ' 

\\t found undreft the ruftic child 
Of lovely form, negle&ed, wild. 
And modeft weeds, well-fuited gave, 
No art conceals her genuine face. 
Her airy ftep, her fimple grace. 
No pedant rules enilave. 

Here the gay warbler fwells his throat. 

Rejoicing in the fpring ; 
Tunes to his mate the love-taught note, 

Or woos on traniient wing ; 
Here Queen of Nature's iaireft reign» 
Fleas'd Flora leads her laughing train> 
Frefh from the dewy lap of May : 
Or wrapp'd in fragrant flumber lies. 
Or waking fpreads her golden eyes. 
To drink the orient ray. 

With all the pride of fummer crown'd^ 

This little Eden glows ; 
And memory o'er the hallow'd ground 

A mellower lufbre throws ; 
Friends, who to weep his lofs remain, 
And youths enamour'd of his ftrain 

To 
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To Mafon's fhrine by foncy led. 
Oft in yon (hadow^ cUVd lufe feeik, . 
Oft pacing flow thefe alleys greeoy 
With foft and pen(ivc tread. 

Oft at high noon, the liftening ear. 

While ftillnefs breathes around. 
Aerial harpings feems to hear. 

Of more than mortal found ; 
When evening (beds her grateful gloom. 
To bend upon this vacant tomb. 
Sweet melancholy fteals along, 
Sighs to the breeze in murmurs low. 
Or pours a deeper note of woe 
On Philomel*s fad fong. 

Bleft Poet, of a happier age ! 

Though mute thy tuneful lay. 
Long (hall furvive thy facred page 

Beyond life's littler day ; 
Smote by rude time^ in tangles torn 
When thefe forfaken groves (hall mourn. 
No more refponfive to thy praife 
Thy moral pure, thy lofty ftrain. 
Shall o'er the maddening paffions reign. 
The foul to virtue raife. 

Lines written at Nuneham^, 
By Mr. Edward Jerningham, 1806. 

Nature one day, foft-fmiling, faid to Grace, 
" With me thefe hills, that lawn, that valley trace." 
Grace bow'd to Nature's voice, and arm in arm 
They pafs'd along, and fcatter'd many a charm. 
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Inscription 

.For an Urn at the termination of the Terrace, 

i8o5. 

Remembrance ! thou haft many a ihrine around. 
But be not here, beyond thy limits found. 
To fadden the repofe we feek, and heave 
The bofom, care might now a moment leave. 
To Nature, to the Dryad of yon tree, 
ArHe this um, from thine encroachments free t 
And let their happier, their benigner fway, 
Charm the luU'd heart, with what the eyes ftirvey. 
Charm with the woodland's odour, (hade, and fongi. 
Nor wake one thought, to which a (igh belongs. 


THE BND, 


ADDITION AND OMISSIONS. 
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LINES, 

Written Odober 5, i8o5. 
By the Rev. George Richards. 

Ah ! deareft Mufe, whofe carol gay 

Hath brighten'd ev'n my futnmer*s way ; 

No more we roam through Nuneham's WQOd, 

Nor fing by Ids' claffic flood ; 

Thofe fcenes where pafs'd our happier hours^ 

Thofe lovely fcenes^ no more are ours. 

December ftorms muft roll away. 

And fummer funs illume the day. 

Ere again > delightful power. 

By Whitehead's oak, or Mafon's bower, 

We bid the fong in rapture rife 

To Harcourt's flowery Paradtfe. 

Yes, fweeteft maid, again thy fhell 
Shall found along each vocal dell ; 
Again from yonder elmy brow 
Shall thy fprightly raeafures flpw ; 
And, reclin'd by Ids' ftream. 
Thy ppet wait tht infpiring dream. 

Now far we go— yet wake the wire 
To ftrains which gratitude \afy\n, 
For focial hours by Fancy cheer'd. 
For joys by Friendfliip's fmile endigar'd. 
Ere fade the difappearing view. 
Ah turn^ and breathe ^ wari;a adieu. 
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Omiffiom in the Catalogue of 
Pt&ures. 

Page i%y (Ante Room.) 
A Holy Family^ by Albano. 

Page 26, (South Corridor.) 

Over one door, Anne, eldeft daughter of Si- 
mon firft Vifcount Harcourt, wife to John Bar- 
low, Efq. of Slibech ia Pembrokeihire, by 
Kneller. 

Over the other, Elizabeth, daughter of the 
Hon. Simon Harcourt, in a Hungarian drefs, 
by Zeeman. 

The drawing of J. 3% Roufleau's houfe is by 
Smith. 
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